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NOTICES:

ORGAN PREI-UDD:

PROI,OGUI] :

All ,stantl u,s thc Chctir enlcr,\

Minister:

A CHRISTMAS CAROL FESTIVAL
THE FOTIRTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

20 DECEMBER 2OO9 AT 6.30 PM

OFIII]RING:

Noel ". le suis L'Archange de Dieu"

"Mary, the Mother of our Lord"

thc (lhurch./inm the Narlhex

The Lord comes, bringing to l ight
disclosing the purposes of the heart.
Amen.

Lor-r is d'Aquin
(1691-1772)

Allan Bryson

PROCIESSIONAt. I IYMN: 64 "Ol' the Father's love bcgotten"
Versc I CIHOIR ONLY

th ings now hidden in darkness. and
Let us proceed in the name of the Lord.

(Divinum Myster iurn)

Thc scrt,ice proccctls v,ithout unnouncemenl, ull stuntling./itr lhe hymns or us tlireclcd. Muy lhc I'rtrd gire

you grcut jo), us v)c heur the trulh aboul the birth tt ,Icsus und its significuncc.fir our live.s' /rom hcrc to

clcrnily.

All sit /br the Introduclion, Bitlcling Pruyer und Lord',s Praycr: Minister:

Welcorne. We lrave come together as the family of Cod, in our Father's preseltce. to celebratc the great f'estival ol'

Cl l rr isturas. ln this service we hear and receive the good news of the bir th of Christ  and we offer to Cod our t l ranksgivirrg

in thejoyful singing of hyrnns ancl carols. As we gather together in the name of Christ, we pray fbr tlle r'vorld he catle tcr

SAVC:

fbr  the C| turch.  that  i t  rnay be enabled in  our  generat ion to surrender anew to God's holy  Wisdorr l ,  and bear t l te

good lcws of  God's lovc to a needy rvor ld;  for the wor ld,  which is  a l ready Chr is t 's ,  that  a l l  i ts  peoples r t lay

recogpize their rcsponsibil i ty for its l irture, and nray be inspired by the rressage of Christmas to work togethcr

fbr the establishrnent of.!gstice, freedorn and peace everywhere; fbr all in special need. the sick. the allxious. t lre

lorrely, the t 'earlLrl arrd the bereavecl, that t lre peace and light of the Christ-child rnay bring hope and Itealing tc'r

all r,vlro sit in darkrtess.

We cclmrnend all r,vhorn we love, or lvlro havc askecl fbr our prayers, to the unfail ing mercy of our heavetlly Fatlter' attcl

say toget l ter .  as Chr is t  h i lnsel f  taLrg l r t  us:

Al l :

M irr ister:

Our Father in heaven, hal lowed be your name, your kingdom come' your wi l l  be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us tot lay our dai ly bread. Forgive us our sins as wc forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the t ime of t r ia l ,  and del iver us from evi l .  For

the kingdomo the power, and the glory are yours'  now and for ever.  Amen.

Cltr ist  thc l ight of  the rvor ld has conte to dispel the darkness of our l ' rear1s. ln his l ight lct  t ls cxarntt te

orrrselves artd col t l i 'ss ottr  s i t ts.

Silenca i.s kapt.

l-orcl of grace and truth. we conf-ess our unworthiness to stand in your presellce as your children.

We l tave si t tned: Al l :  lbrgive and heal us.

The Virgin Mary accepted your cal l  to be the mother of Jesus. Forgive oLrr disobediet lce to yoLrr rv i l l .

We have sinned: Al l :  forgivc and heal us.



Your Son ottr Saviour rvas born in poverty iu a marrger. Forgive our greed and re.iection of your lva1,s.
We have sinned: Al l :  forgive and heal us.

The shepherds lef t  their  f ' locks to go to Bethlehern. Forgive our sel f- interest and lack of v is iorr .
We have sinned: Al l :  forgive and heal us.

The wise rnen fbl lowed the star to f ind Jesus the King. Forgive our reluctarrce to seek yoLr.
We have sinned: Al l :  forgive and heal us.

May the God of al l  heal ing and fbrgiveness draw a.r  to hirnsel l .  and cleanse u^r from al l  our sins that we Inav bchold the
glory of his Son. the Word rnade t lesh, Jesus Christ  our Lord. Amen.

MOTEI' :  "Hai l ,  t rue Body, born of Mary"
words at hyrnn 302 Mr.rsic David wi l l iarn Alexander
Sung by  the  Cho i r

F IRST READINC:  l sa iah  9 :2 .6 .7
The prophecy of the Messiah's bir lh

CAROL: "The blessed son of God"
Words Mi les Coverdale after Mart in Luthcr.
Mus ic  Ra lph  Vaughan Wi l l ia rns  (1872-1958)
Surrg by t l re Choir

t .  2 .  3 .
The blessed son of God only The Lord ChristJesu, God's son dear,  Al l  this did he fbr us f ieely.
In a crib full poor did lie; Was a guest and a stranger here; For to declare his great lrercy;
With our poor flesh and our poor blood Us for to bring fiom misery, All Christendom be me rry therclbre,
Was clothed that ever-lasting good. That we rnight live eternally. And givc him thanks for evcrnrore.
Kyrie elei,son K.vrie elei.son Kyric eleison

COI-LECT:
l ,ord our God, on the f i rst  day of creat ion you rnade the l ight that scatters al ldarkness. Let Christ .  the l ight of  l ights.
hidden frorn al l  eterni ty.  shine at last on your people and free us f iom the darkness of s in.  Fi l l  our l ives rvi thjoy as we go

out to welcolne your Son at his coming. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

HYMN: 58 "Lottg ago, prophets knew" (Personent Hodie)
Music arranged by Gustav I ' lo lst  (1814-1934)

SECOND READING:  LLrke  l :26-38
The Annunciat ion to Marv

tlAROL,: "'l 'he l-inden Tree Carol"
Words and rnusic old German. Music arratrged by Reginald . laccl t tes

Sung by  the  Cho i r

t .  2 .  i .
There stood in heav'n a l inden tree, Sped Gabriel  on winged feet,  Hai l  Mary' !  quoth the angel rni ld.
But.  tho' t 'was honey laden, And pass'd through bolted portals 'Of u 'oman-kind the fairest:
Al l  angels cr ied, 'No bloorn shal l  be [n Nazareth. a maid to greet,  The Virgin ay shalt  thou be styled.

Like that of  one f iair  maiden'.  Blest o 'er al l  other moftals.  A babe al though thou bearest '

COLLEC'f  :
Heavenly FatSer.  who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the prornised Saviottr :  t i l l  t ts 1 'otrr  scrvar l ls

with yoLrr grace. tSat i1 al l  th ings we rnay embrace your holy rvi l l  and with her rejoice in yotrr  salvat iot l ,  t l l rotrgh . lestrs

Christ  our Lord. Amen

H Y M N : 45 "Arvay itt a rnanger" (Away in a manger)

T I l l l { D  R E A D I N G :  L u k e  2 : l - 7
The bir th of Jesus



A hal lowed day has dawned upon us.  Corre and worship the Lord:
Al l :  for  a great  l ight  has shonc on the ear th.

Hear thc rvords of  the book of  Wisdorn:  When peacetr . r l  s i lence lay over  a l l  ar rd n ight  was in t l re  nr idst  o l -her  srv i t l
coLlrse, f iont yottr royal throne, O Cod, down from the heavens, leapt yor-rr almighty Word.

Hear the words of  Saint  John:  God's love tbr  us was revealed when God sent  h is  only  Son into the wor lc l  so that  rve
could have l i fe  through h i rn.
Al l :  Thanks be to God.

CAROL:

Minister:  Let us pray that God our Father wi l l  b less al l  who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary. and rnay
also corne to share his l i f 'c in slorv.

God our  Father ,  on th is  n ight  your  Son Jesus Chr is t  was born of  the Vi rg i r r  Mary for  us arrd fbr  our  salvat ion:  b less the
cr ib,  which lve have prepared to celebrate that  holy  b i r th ;  rnay a l l  who see i t  be st rengthened in la i th  and reccive 1he
fu l lness of  l i fe  he carne to br ins:  rvho l ives arrd re isns f ior  ever .
A l l :  Amen .

I Ioly Jesus, to deliver us fiom tlre power of darkness you hurnbled yourself to be born arnong us and rvere laid irt a nrattger.
l-et the l ight of your love always shine in our hearts, and bring us at last to the-joyfirl vision of your beauty. 1or yott are
nor.v alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
Al l :  Amen.

HYMN: 74 "What chi ld is this?" (Greensleeves)

FOURTH READING:  LLrke  2 .8 -16
The shepherds go to the manger

CAROI . : "Je suis L'Archange de Dieu"
Words and tnusic from Lc,r Noal,s Bressun.s
Surrs bv the Choir

Infant holy,  Infant lowly,
For his bed a catt le stal l ;
Oxen lowing. Li t t le krrowing
Christ  the Babe is Lord of al l .
Swif l  are winging Angels singing,
Nowel ls r inging, Tidings br inging,
Christ  the Babe is Lord of al l .

l .
I .  the Angel  arn of  God!
(O s imple people hearken!)
tn this place ye oft have trod
Your music now awakenl
Christ is born on earth this day!
L i f t  your  voicesl  Tune your  lay!
He is  corne,  come, come!
See  H im l i e ,  l i e ,  l i e !  He  i s  come !
See Him l ie !  O so comly,  Brothers l
Fai rer  than a l l  o thers.

C]OI,LEC' I ' :
Lord Jesus Christ, yor.rr birth at Bethlehern draws us to kneel in lvonder at heaven touchittg earth: accept ott| I leartl 'elt

pra ise as rve worship yot l ,  our  Saviour  and our  eternal  God.  Amen'

76 "Whi le shepherds rvatched their  f locks by night" (Winchester Old)

Descant  A l lan  Gray  (1855-1935)

" lnfant holy,  Inlant lowly"
Words and rr .rusic Pol ish.
Sung by the Choir

Mus ic  a r ranged by  Dav id  Wi l l cocks  (1919-  )

Flocks were sleeping,
Shepherds keeping Vigi l  t i l l  the nrorning new:
Saw the glory, I-leard the story,
Tidings of a gospel t rue.
'l 'hus 

rejoicing, Free frorn sorror.v.
Praises voicing, Greet the morrow,
Christ the Babe was born for you!

3 .
Shepherds tho '  f {e be so poor.
Ly ing there so lowly.
Ye ma1' happil l, adore
Christ is hcre before ye!
He is  Pr ince of  a l l  the sk ies!
Majesty lv i th in Him l iest
Born as King.  King.  King.
See Him here,  here,  hcre!
Born as King. See Hin.r here!
And,  in  usk ing o1 '  I  I inr"
We but  prove we love Hi tn!

2 .
Leave your flocks, my brothcrs all,
S ing in  happy chorus!
Jesus in  that  quiet  s ta l l
Soon wil l be befbre us!
Come and see, with eyes of faith,

Jesus now is born on earth!
That ye may, may, may.
Sing in . ioy,  joy, . ioy!
That  ye may,  Sing in joy,
That amazing wonder
ln the tnanger yonder!

} IYMN



FIFTH READING;  Mat ther ,v  2 : l - l  I
Wise rnen are led by the star to Jesus

C A R O L : "Torches"

Words  Ga l ic ian .
Sung by  the  Cho i r

Music John . loubcr l

2 .  3 .
Torches, to..h.., run with torches Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby, Sing, my fiiends. ancJ rnake you nrerry.
All the way to Bethlehern! Ah. Roro, my love, Roro; .loy and mirth and joy again;
Christ  is born and now l ies sleeping: Sleep you wel l ,  my heart 's own darl ing. Lo. he l ives. the King of heaverr.
Corne and sing your song to him! Whi le we sing you our Roro. Now and evennore. Ar lerr .

COLI,EC-f :
Creator of the heavcns, rv lro led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-chi ld:  guide and sustain us, thal  we rnay f ind
our. journey's end in JesLrs Christ  our Lord. Amen.

All sttrnd./br lha ()ospel rf'(lhri.stnu.s Dalt

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Al lel t r ia,  al le luia.  The Word became f lesh and dweltanrong us, and we have seen his glory.  Al leluia.

S I X T H  R E A D I N C :  J o h n  I  : l - l z l
The lncarnat ion of thc Word of God
This is the Gospelof the Lord, praise toyou Lord Jesus Christ .

HYMN: 62 "O come, al l  ye fai thful"  (Adeste Fideles)
Cornposer unknown; arranged by David Wil lcocks
Verse 5 sr-rng by the Choir  alone
Verses  |  ,2 ,3 ,4  and 6  sung by  the  Cho i r  and Congregat io r r

A l l  s i r
EPI I .OGUE:  "Th is  l i t t le  babe" Sair r t  Robert  Sor . r th lve l l  (  I  56 I  - l  595)

COr-r_EC'f:
God our Father.  r .vhose Word has colne alnong us in the Holy Chi ld of Bethlehern: may the l ight of  fbi t l t  i l lutni t tc our
hearts and shine in our words and deedsl through hirn who is Christ  the Lord. Amen.

T H E  B L E S S I N G :
May the Father, r,vho has loved the eternal Son from betbre the foundation of the rvorld.
shed t l rat  love upon yor.r  I t is chi ldren. Amen. May Christ ,  who by his i r tcarnat ion gathered into one, things earthly ancl
heavenly.  f i l l  you with joy and peace. Amen. May the Holy Spir i t ,  by whose overshadorving Mary becat lc the

Godbearer, give yor.r grace to carry the good news of Christ. Amen. And the blessing of God alnrighty. tlte Father, the

Son. and the Holy Spir i t ,  be upott  you artd retnain with you always. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 53 "Harkl  The herald angels sing" Fel ix Mendelssoltr t
Descant by David Wil lcocks

ORGAN POS'I 'LUDE: "Now thank rve al l  our God" . l  S Bach

"Except that ye be as l i t t le chi ldren. ye shal l  uot enter the kingdorn of heavetr"
( . lcsr-rs Christ  -  Mark I  0: l  5)

" ln t f te period t f tat  we l ive. one can hardly hearthe voice of God, except in the voice of a chi ld. . ."  (Ranrakr ishr la)

Plaul;e /qke lhis Orclar rf su't,ica v,ith vott to ussisl in your C'hrislma.v devrtlion's.
S I  M\C' l IRIS I 'MASC AIt ( ) l -SFILVIC' t12009


